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Teacher Education: A Bibliography of 705 Doctoral 
Dissertations 


FRANKLIN PARKER* 

The elementary school has been scrutinized, the junior high school 
probed, the high school examined, the junior college explored, and 
higher education analyzed. But it is ia the professional preparation of 
teachers—key ingredient of a school system—that breakthroughs and 
productive innovations are most needed. 

In the long run national survival is linked with the strength of 
those who instruct the young. No nation can be great whose teachers . 
are not creative. No nation can be forward looking whose teachers are 
not free. No nation can be culturally advanced whose teachers are not 
masterfully trained. 

The studies which follow explore in as many directions the depth 
and breadth, the scope and range of teacher education. Yet more and 
better studies are needed. For out of continuing research will come 
- American teachers and American schools new power and greater 
orce. 


1. Abernathy, Louise M. “Educating Teachers to Effect Curriculum 
Change.” Teachers College, Columbia University, 1952. 

2. Abraham, Ansley Allyn. “An Investigation of the Interaction of 
Freshmen with Their Curriculum in the School of Education at 
Florida A. and M. University.” Indiana University, 1956. 

3. Adams, Lucy Rose. “An Analysis of the Pre-Service Preparation of 
Business Teachers in Institutions Accredited by the Southern Associa- 
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools.” Ohio State University, 1957. 

4. Aden, Robert Clark. “Teacher Training in Guatemala.’ George Peabody 
College for Teachers, 1955. 

5. Afzal, Manuchehr. “The Cultural Setting of the Problems of Teacher 
Training in Iran.” Columbia University, 1956. 

6. Albin, Floyd B. “An Analysis and Evaluation of Elementary Teachers 
Education in Oregon, with Emphasis on Student Teaching.” Univer- 
sity of Utah, 1952. 

7. Alderman, Louis Cleveland, Jr. “An Evaluation of the Philosophy, Role, 
and Function of an Institution of Higher Learning in a Cooperative 
Approach Toward Instructional Improvement with Fifteen Alabama 
Counties.” Auburn University, 1959. 

8. Aldrich, Wilmer Winfield. “Some Background Factors, Motivation 
Factors and Future Professional Plans of Student Teachers in State- 
Supported Teacher Training Institutions in Missouri.” University of 
Missouri, 1959. 

9. Alexander, Richard T. “Foreign Study in Teacher Education, an Evalua- 
tion Study of the 1953-54 Adelphi College Foreign Study Experience.” 
University of Tennessee, 1955, 

10. Ali, Fikry Hassan. “A Study of In-Service Teacher Education Programs 
at Certain Teacher Training Schools in Egypt.” Indiana University, 
1959. 


*Department of the History and Philosophy of Education, The University 
of Texas. 
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Allen, Merle E. “A Study of First or Introductory Courses in Educativ:: 
Offered by Certain Major Teacher Education Institutions in the 
United States.’ University of Utah, 1952. 

Allen, Natividad Macaranas. “The Internship Concept of American 
Teacher Education and Its Application to Philippine Secondary 
Teacher Education.” Stanford University, 1958. 

Almenas deVergne, Aida. “Improving In-Service Education for Begin- 
ning Teachers in Elementary Schools in Puerto Rico.’ Columbiz 
University, 1951. 

Alway, Leonore Katherine. “Proposed Criteria and Procedures fo: 
Use in the Appraisal of Off-Campus Schools for Full-Time Student 
Teaching in Physical Education.’ Columbia University, 1958. 

Ankenbrand, William Ward. ‘The Faculties of Liberal-Arts Colleges 
and Teachers Colleges; A Comparative Study of the Social-Economic 
and Educational Backgrounds of the Teachers in Endowed. Liberal- 
Arts Colleges, State Teachers’ Colleges and State Normal Schools.” 
New York University, 1932. 

Applegate, Irvamae Vincent. “A Survey of Selected In-Service Practices 
in Minnesota Public Schools with Implications for the Organization 
of In-Service Education Activities.”” University of Minnesota, 1957. 

Arundel, Edna. “The Evolution of Human Geography in Teacher- 
Education.” Yale University, 1942. 

Auerbach, Eugene Charles. ‘““The Opposition to Schools of Education 
by Professors of the Liberal Arts: A Historical Analysis.’’ University 
of Southern California, 1957. 

Austin, Frank G. “The Role of Philosophy in Teacher Education.” 
University of Ohio, 1950. ' 

Bach, Jacob O. “Practice Teaching Success in Relation to Other 
Measures of Teaching Ability.” University of Wisconsin, 1952. 

Bailey, Ewing Macready. “Problems in the Education of Teachers for 
Egypt with Special Reference to the American Mission.” Harvard 
University, 1934. 

Bailey, Richard Paul. “The Wisconsin State Colleges 1875-1955 with 
Respect to the Function of Preparing Secondary School Teachers.” 
University of Wisconsin, 1959. 

Baker, Lee Odin. “A Basis for Improving Technical Instruction for 
Persons Preparing to Teach General Agriculture in Michigan.” 
Michigan State University, 1959. 

Ballou, Stephen V. “Preservice Professional Education of Teachers: A 
Synthesis of Research, 1928-48.” University of Colorado, 1952. 

Baloch, Nabi Bakhsh Khan Alimuhammad Khan. “Proposals for the 
Education of Teachers in Pakistan for the New National System of 
Education.” Columbia University, 1949. 

Bancroft, Roger W. “An Analysis of the Freshmen who Entered the 
State University of New York in 1951 to Prepare for Elementary 
Teaching with Implicitions for the Recruitment Programs.” Syracuse 
University, 1952. 

Banker, Perin Kaikhushroo. “A Plan for the Revision of Teacher 
Education for the Rural Girls’ Schools of the Chhattisgargh A.ca,. 
Central Provinces, India.”” Columbia University, 1949. 

Bard, Harry. “Development and Evaluation of the Baltimore Teachers’ 
In-Service Community Study Program.” University of Maryland. 
1952. 

Barden, John Glenn. “A Suggested Program of Teacher Training for 
Mission Schools Among the Batetela.”” Columbia University. 1941. 
Barkley, David Stanford. “The Legal Status of Student-Teaching Pro- 

grams in the United States.”” Duke University, 1959. 

Barr. John A. “Relation of Pre-Service Professional Training to 
Effective Teaching Service in the State of Washington.” University 
of Washington (Seattle), 1949. 
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Barrington, Thomas Martin. “The Introduction of Selected Educational 
Practices into Teachers Colleges and Their Laboratory Schools.” 
Columbia University, 1951. 

Bason, Cecilia Harrick. “Study of the Homeland and Civilization in the 
Elementary Schools of Germany, with Special Reference to the Ed- 
ucation of Teachers.” Columbia University, 1937. 

Batchelder, Howard T. “An Analysis of Student Teachers’ Difficulties 
in Directed Teaching.” University of Michigan, 1943. 

Batie, Harriett Virginia. “A Diagnostic and Prognostic Analysis of 
Selected Factors in Teacher Training at the University of Washing- 
ton.” University of Washington (Seattle), 1953. 

Beard, Ester Alice. “Toward Understanding People: A Study of the 
Insights and Goals of College Students Preparing to Teach.’’ Colum- 
bia University, 1959. 

Beard, Jesse Robert. ‘Providing Professional Laboratory Experiences 
for Experienced Elementary School Teachers.’’ George Peabody Col- 
lege for Teachers, 1958. 

Beasley, James Edwin. “An Investigation of an In-Service Discussion 
Group’s Influence Upon Teacher Participants’ Expressed Acceptance 
of Their Adolescent Students and These Students’ Peer Acceptance.” 
University of Maryland, 1958. 

Beaty, Edgar. “Developing Criteria for the Selection of Directing 
Teachers with Particular Reference to.a Secondary Program of Off- 
Campus Internship at Florida State University.” Florida State Un: 
versity, 1953. 

Beaty, Harper F. “Suggested Improvement of Teacher Education at 
the University of Houston: Based on a Survey of Opinions of Selected 
Students and Graduates.” University of Houston, 1954. 

Beauchamp, Mary. “An Exploratory Study of the Effects of an In- 
Service Education Program on Group Processes in the Classroom.” 
New York University, 1952. 

Bell, Alice E. “A Survey of Mental Hygiene Teaching and Practices in 
the State Supported Teacher Preparation Programs in Ohio.” Uni- 
versity of Ohio, 1946. 

Bell, Ethel T. “Health Education Experiences in the Preparation of 
Elementary School Teachers.’ University of California (Los Angeles), 
1952. 

Bennett, Carson Mahan. “The Relationships Between Responses to 
Pupil Aggression and Selected Personality Characteristics of Student 
Teachers.” University of Michigan, 1957. 

Bennie, William A. “A Comparative Analysis of the On-Campus and 
Off-Campus Student Teaching Programs in Secondary Schools at 
Miami University.” Indiana University, 1955. 

Bergey, Violet. “Creative Education with Teachers-in-Service.” New 
“York University, 1944. 

Berkness, Hazelle Marion. “Proposals for the Development and Use of 
Cumulative Records in Teacher Education.” Columbia Univervity 
1948. 

Benson, Crayton Robert, Jr. “Some Current Practices in Teacher Ed- 
ucation with Implications for North Carolina.” University of North 
Carolina, 1956. 

Bernard, Alpha Edgar. “The Refinement and Partial Validation of a 
Professional Beliefs Inventory for Prospective Teachers.” Indiana 
University, 1955. 

Bertolli, Robert Louis. “Development of a Philosophy of Art Education 
for the Massachusetts State Teachers College: A Colligation of Recent 
Writings, Research Studies and Philosophy of Contemporary Art 
Education for the State Teachers Colleges of Massachusetts.” New 
York University, 1959. 
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Besvinick, Sidney Lionel. “Valuing, Values, and the Education of Teach- 
ers.” Ohio State University, 1955. 

Bethel, Hollie B. “A Study of the Student Teaching Program in Ele- 
mentary Education at the University of Omaha.” University of 
Colorado, 1958. 

Beyerl, Merrill C. “A Follow-Up Study of Selected Students Not Ac- 
cepted in the Pre-Service Teacher Preparation Program (1947-1950) 
in the School of Education at Syracuse University.” Syracuse Univer- 
sity, 1953. 

Bird, Gordon W. “A Plan for Improving the Student Teaching Program 
in Music at Teachers College, Columbia University.” Teachers Col- 
lege, Columbia University, 1952. 

Black, Marian W. “Laboratory Experiences for Undergraduates in 
Secondary Education in Selected Florida Teacher-Education Institu- 
tions.” Northwestern University, 1953 

Black. William Griffiths. “The Development and Present Status of 
Teacher Education in Western Canada, with Special Reference to 
the Curriculum.” University of Chicago, 1936. 

Blackburn, Clifford S. “State Accreditation Procedures for Teacher 
Education.” George Peabody College for Teachers, 1952. 

Blake, Wainwright Donald. “The Problems and Training of the Junior 
College Instructor.” University of Missouri, 1943. 

Blanton, Ray Russell. “An Analysis of the Full-Time Off-Campus Stude:it 
Teaching Program in the Secondary Schools at Appalachian State 
Teachers College.” Indiana University, 1957. 

Blashfield, Herbert Walton. “The Training of Teachers for Christian 
Education.” New York University, 1926. 

Bleick, Frances Anne. “In-Service Education Programs for Teachers in 
the Area of Elementary School Physical Education.” Indiana Uni- 
versity, 1959. 

Boaden, Richard W. “Interpersonal Attitudes Toward Student-Teaching.” 
Oregon State University, 1955. 

Boardman, Gordon C. “The Contribution of Summer Workshops to the 
In-Service Education of Teachers.” University of Wisconsin, 1948. 
Bobbitt, Warren L. “Orientation of Students Toward Teaching as a 

Career.” University of California (Berkeley), 1959. 

Boggs, Lohnie J. “Professional Content of Business Teacher Educaticn 
Programs in State Institutions of Higher Education in Ohio, with 
Particular Reference to the Ohio State University.”” Ohio State Uni- 
versity, 1957. 

Bolton, Wilbert Renn. “The Personal, Educational and Professional 
Background and Experiences Which Characterize Head Football 
Coaches in Selected High Schools of Pennsylvania.” Pennsylvania 
State University, 1957. 

Bordelon, Wilmore J. “Criteria for a State Program of Elementary- 
Teacher Education in the South.” University of Louisiana, 1947 
Borg, Robert Leonard. “ An Analysis of Music Teacher Education Pro 
grams in a Select Group of Mid-Western Universities and Colleges.’ 

University of Iowa, 1959. 

Borrowman, Merle L. “The Liberal end Technical in Teacher Education 
an Historical Survey of American Thought.” Teachers College, 
Columbia University, 1954. 

Botner, Taft B. “An Analysis of Supervised Student Teaching in Ken 
tucky.” University of Kentucky, 1951. 

Bowman, Daniel H. “The Preparation of Inexpensive Audio-Visual 
Teaching Materials, A Course for ‘Teachers at Wayne State Univer- 
sity.” Wayne State University, 1958 

Bowman, David L. “A Study of Curricular Practices, Conditions cf 
Trends in Relation to the Teacner Preparation Function of the Wt: 
consip State Colleges.” Teachers College, Columbia University, 1954 
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Boyter, Elizabeth. “Institutional Appraisal of Five-Year Programs for 
of Secondary School Teachers.” Stanford University, 

Bradbury, Mary Dodd. “The Laboratory in General Method in Teacher 
Education.” Ohio State University, 1957. 

Brand, Werner Elsworth. “Opinions of Prospective Teachers with Re- 
spect to Teaching Practices.”” Colorado State University, 1955. 

Braun, Gertrude E. “The Needs of Freshman Elementary Education 
Students at Danbury State Teachers College: Their Implications for 
Curriculum Change.” Teachers College, Columbia University, 1956. 


. | Brautigam, Carl. “A Study of the Effects of the Michigan State Univer- 


sity Fall Term Resident Student Teaching Program on the Lo.al 
Schools in the Southwestern Michigan Center.” Michigan State Uni- 
versity, 1959. 

Breen, Mary Frances. “Library Instruction in Colleges for Teacher 
Education in the United States.” University of Buffalo, 1954. 

Brinton, Mary Frances. “Organization and Administration of Guidance 
— in Teacher Education.” University of Southern California, 
1948. 

Britton, Roderick J. “Innovating Practices in the Preparation of Elemen- 
tary Teachers in the United States.’ University of Virginia, 1958. 

Brockman, Martha. “Professional Laboratory Experiences for Prospec- 
tive = at the State College of Washington.” Columbia Univer- 
sity, . 

Brothers, Wilbur L. “The Relationship of Certain Factors to Effectiveness 
in Student Teaching in Secondary Schools.” Indiana University, 1951. 

Brown, ~ M. “The Critic Teacher and Teacher Education Programs.” 
Stanford 1949. 

Brown, Luther Daniel. “Teacher Education in Oklahoma.” George Pea- 
body College for Teachers, 1953. 

Brown, Nicholas C. “The Professional Education of Teachers.” Yale 
University, 1952. 

Brown, Thomas J. “Guiding Student Teachers,” Teachers College, Co- 
lumbia University, 1954. 

Bruner, Donald Willson. “A Pro; Plan of Personality Assessment 
for a  ecccaae Program of Teacher Education.” Columbia Univer- 
sity, 1951. 

Budd, George Fitch. “A Proposed Plan for Student Teaching Experiences 
at aaa New York, State Teachers College.” Columbia Univer- 
sity, 1951. 

Buford, Wesley W. “A Field Study of In-Service Education for Teachers 
in Hays Coynty, Texas.” Northwestern University, 1949. 

Burke, Caseel D. “An Evaluative Study of Elementary Teacher Educa- 
tion in Utah.” University of California (Berkeley), 1954. 

Burks, John B. “The College of Education, University of Georgia, and 
the Development of Teacher Education, 1908-1958." University of 
Georgia, 1958. 

Butler, Annie Louise. “Use of Student Records in the Guidance of Stu- 
dent Teachers.” Columbia University, 1958. 

Butler, Elizabeth Amelia. “An Analysis of Published Criticisms and 
Suggestions Related to Teacher Training, and the Development of a 
Teacher Training Syllabus.” University of Southern California, 1948. 

Byers, Burton Holmes. “Speech in Teacher Education.” Columbia Uni- 
versity, 1958. 

tain, Edmund Joseph. “A Survey of Direct Experience Opportunities 
and Their Use in the Teacher Education Program at Danbury State 
Teachers College.” Teachers College, Columbia University, 1952. 

Callahan, Sterling Grundy. "The Role of Non-Student Teaching First- 
hand Experiences in Selected Teacher Education Institutions.” Univer- 
sity of Virginia, 1953. 
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Calmes, Robert Edward Neville. “An Evaluation of Courses in the Area 
of Higher Education offered by Selected Institutions for Students 
Preparing for Certain College and University Administrative Posi- 
tions.” University of Denver, 1958. 

Camp, Maurice B. “The Relationship Between Audio-Visual Training, A 
Measure of Teacher Competency, and Utilization of Audio-Visual 
Materials, with Suggestions for Teacher Preparation in This Field.” 
Pennsylvania State University, 1957. 

Campbell, Pearl Read. “Speech Education in the English-Speakins 
Teacher Training Institutions of Canada.” University of Wisconsin, 
1957. 

Candland, Dorothy Jayne Nelson. “The Relationship Between the Do- 
minative-Supportive Dimension of Personality _ Student Teacher:’ 
Classroom Behavior.” Stanford University, 1956 

Cannon, Wendell E. “An Evaluation of the Programs of Teacher Train- 
ing Offered for the Preparation of Teachers in Certain Fields by the 
University of Illinois. ” University of Illinois, 1949. 

Capehart, Bertie E. “A Study of the In-Service Education Program in 
the Oak Ridge (Tennessee) Schools.” University of Tennessee, 1953. 
Carder, Clarence Allison. “A Study of Teacher Education in Southern 
Baptist Colleges and Universities.” University of Tennessee, 1955. 
Cardina, Philip John. “A Study of the Perceptions of Senior Studei:s 
Regarding Their Pre-Service Experiences and Their Preparation for 

Elementary-School Teaching.” New York University, 1959 

Carlos. Carmen Balderrama. “A Study of Some Basic Guiding Principles 
in Teaching Selected Aspects of Elementary Arithmetic with Impli- 
cations for Educational Practice and Teacher Education in th> 
Philippines.” Indiana University, 1958. 

Carpenter, Arthur Sidner. “Some Aspects of the Growth and Develop- 
ment of Teacher Education in the State of West Virginia Depicted 
Through the Medium of the Mural.” Pennsylvania State University, 
1958. 

Carpenter, Raymond. “Identifying Concepts and Processes in Mathe- 
matics Needed for the Adeauate Preparation of Elementary Teachers.” 
Oklahoma State University, 1959. 

Cason, Ernest W. “A Study of the Professional Curriculum for Prospec- 
tive Secondary School Teachers of the Academic Subjects at the Ohio 
State University.”” Ohio University, 1950. 

Cassie, Lillian J. “An Evaluation of Opportunities in Music Educaticr in 
the Preparation of Elementary School Vocal Music Teachers at Wayne 
State University.” Wayne State University, 1959. 

Causey, John Perry. “The Improvement of an In-Service Education Pro- 
gram Through the Use of Foundation Funds.”’ Oklahoma State Uni- 
versity, 1959. 

Cayton, Hannah L. “Sore Proposals for a Curriculum Design for Pros- 
pective Elementary School Teachers During the First Two Years at 
Wilson Teachers College.” Teachers College, Columbia Univeruity, 
1954. 

Chabe, Alexander Michael. “An Analysis of Administrative Policies and 
Practices Related to Off-Campus Student Teaching in Missouri.” 
Indiana University, 1959. 

Chaikosi, Boonchom. “The Utilization of Instructional Resources in 
Teacher Education Programs with Implications for Teacher Educa- 
tion in Thailand.” Indiana University, 1958 

Chaurasia, Gulabchandra Shardaprasad. “Suggestions for In-Servic: 
Education of Secondary School Teachers in India, with Specicl 
Reference to the State of Madbya Pradesh.” Columbia University, 
1950. 

Chiverton, William S. “Interschool Visitation as a Procedure for the 
In-Service Education of Teachers.” University of Pennsylvania, 1955. 
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THE AMERICAN STUDENT 
A Miscellany of Views 


The research on students’ values shows that in most cases there is 
little relation. between what the student studies in school and college 
and what he learns to admire and respect. That is to say, the effect of 
the formal teaching program is minimal and the effect of social habit, 
group pressure, and conventional ideas of American success is domi- 
nant. The student does his school and college work in order to gain his 
grades and academic credits. That is what he conceives school work to 
be. The rest of his life is lived in a social order that has been arranged 
for him and into which he fits. 


There is accordingly a general type of “American high school stu- 
dent,” identified by foreign visitors and others who look at our educa- 
tional system from the outside. He has absorbed the influences of an 
extroverted community in his home town, particularly in the urban 
and suburban areas, and models his conduct to a large extent on a 
young American type, itself a product of the movies, the magazines, 
the television, the radio, and phonograph records. The boys and girls 
have a coeducational attitude to teen-age life and a complicated ritual 
of dating, pledging, riding in cars, attending sports events, along with 
a common vocabulary of popular phrases. They provide the material 
for the concept used by social workers, journalists, and parents--the 
teen-ager. They also provide the mass market for commercial ex- 
ploitation by clothing manufacturers, record companies, and television 
networks. The values are for the most part accepted uncritically. The 
model for the boy is of a star athlete who has a straight A record, is 
popular with girls and elected to student office by popular acclaim. 
The model for the girl is one who is pretty, popular, having a B-plus 
record so that it will not be a threat to her popularity with boys, 
who likes sports, popular records, movies, has a well-knit social life, 
and is neither arty nor too brainy nor too intense about anything. 

. . - It is here that I come to the reforms to be accomplished in 
our educational system---the reforms that can help to recreate the 
American ideal of the individual as democratic man. We seek in- 
dividuals, not mass men. We seek independence, creativity, imag- 
ination, enterprise, initiative, not caution, security-mindedness, mater- 
ialism, me-too-ism, conservatism. In seeking these values, we must pit 
ourselves and our resources against major tendencies created by an 
industrial managerial society which looks to its youth to maintain the 
present establishment. 


The present establishment is dominated by military and economic 
struggle with foreign countries. But the purpose of a democratic edu- 
cational system is not to act as an instrument of national policy. Its 
purpose is to liberate the talents and to stimulate the thinking of its 
citizens so that they may share fully in the creation of national policies. 
The United States is the leader of the democratic world. The Ameri- 
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can educational system exists to bring into being the model of a de- 
mocratic society that can serve the needs of the modern world, that 
can bring the privileges and the material well-being of a successf=i 
industrial society to the peoples of that world. (From Harold Taylor, 
“The Understood Child,” Saturday Review, May 20, 1961.) 


Our students vary greatly in intelligence; as many are below as 
are above average. The problems of the high school change radically 
as it begins to serve a clientele unselected as to ability. 

The situation of the talented boys and girls is clear-cut. The old 
curriculum was made for them; the road ahead to college and the pro- 
fessional schools is open; and a good deal of attention is already being 
devoted to them. They will have to learn to avoid being dragged down 
by the average of the mass about them. But success in doing so is onc 
o! the tests of their ability. 

The high school has had less experience in dealing with those 
who, lacking competence or motivation, are euphemistically called 
the “academically untalented.” The traditional course of study is 
above their grasp, and the careers open to them are by no means clear. 
Yet the untalented will comprise a rising percentage of the total stu- 
dent body. They cannot be thrown ‘nto a labor market which has no 
room for them, but the imperatives cf a democratic society demand 
that they have their chance. Formerly, it was possible to shunt them 
of] into various vocational educational programs. Rarely did these pro- 
grams reflect a positive comprehension of the students they served; all 
too often they aimed simply to get the less able out of the way of the 
more able. Characteristically, they absorbed the underprivileged, who 
lacked the opportunity to develop their ability. 

In any case, the old forms of vocational education will be even 
less useful in the future than in the past; the very same economic 
changes that drive more students into the schools also undervalue the 
handicraft skills that can be taught there. These vocational programs 
are therefore growing at a far lower rate than are other sectors of 
secondary education. 

A large part of the high school population consequently finds 
itself enmeshed in an institution that has little relevance to present or 
future needs. These boys and girls have drifted on into the ninth grade 
because it follows after the eighth. They are told to study subjects they 
cannot grasp and to acquire skills they may never use. Only athletics, 
marching bands, and their own social life rescue them from total 
boredom. 

And they are adolescents! Growing into maturity, they feel the 
need to test their powers and assert their individuality. Lacking re- 
cognized means for doing so, confined to a round of purposeless tasks, 
some become utterly apathetic. Others divert their vitality into the re- 
bellion of juvenile delinquency. 

The secondary school must adjust to meet the needs of all these 
young people. In the 1960’s, either it will prepare or it will fail to pre- 
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pare them for citizenship and for careers. (From Oscar Handlin, “Live 
Students and Dead Education: Why the High School Must Be Re. 
vived,” The Atlantic, September, 1961.) 


. . . Hence we have had in recent special reports and studies the 
Pursuit of Excellence, the Price of Excellence, High Peaks of Excellence 
(a regional note from my own country), Encouraging the Excellent, 
and Excellence. The mere mention of the word seldom fails to produce 
solemn nods. Yet as the documents mount, so do the hints that there 
is nO more agreement about the meaning of excellence than there has 
been about such phrases as progressive education, general education, 
and basic education. It is apparent that everybody talking about ex- 
cellence isn’t going there. 

What is more serious, Excellence as it is being used to describ: 
educational improvement has not yet focused on the development of 
a stronger national character, for which our times are crying. The 
Rockefeller Brothers Report, “The Pursuit of Excellence,” ends with a 
plea for the moral implications of high performance; but there is too 
little exploration of this in the body of the discussion. John Gardner’s 
Excellence treats the term in fuller perspective and my discussion 
finds no quarrel with his. 

It is good to have watchwords like Excellence run up the masts 
of our schools and colleges. If it is our answer to the post-Sputnik ed- 
ucational depression, we could do worse. Beyond doubt, the educational 
phenomenon of the past three years 1s that teachers are working stu- 
dents harder and most students are responding. Yet if Sputnik and our 
answering cry, Excellence, have started us running, we must also ask 
whether we are all running in the same direction. The available evi- 
dence indicates we are not. Some have used Excellence as the call for 
# series of countermarches in education; others are using it to back 
their own opinions about whom, what, and how to teach. In brief, 
Excellence is in danger of being manhandled, like the word Democ- 
racy. It might even end up as a property of the reactionaries, such as 
befell the word Americanism in some circles. 

. . . Have we arrived at Excellence merely by demanding it? I: 
depends upon how closely we identify Excellence with quantity of 
study. On this faculty members themselves are not certain. All are 
delighted at the student response; yet the more thoughtful are asking 
what will it produce in quality of thinking. Are we producing what 
President Butterfield of Wesleyan has characterized as a dutiful gen- 
eration? How are we doing on student originality? Or protest, for 
that matter? (From Louis T. Benezet, president of Colorado College, 
“The Trouble with Excellence,” Saturday Review, October 21, 1961.) 


.. . First, I find that we know little about the relation between 
learning rates and aptitude. This problem will be more familiar to 
you, perhaps, if I speak of it as that of the effect of practice or training 
on individual differences, or as the problem of the relation between 
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intelligence and learning ability. Call it what you will, it is at the root 
of many issues of educational policy. The propriety and wisdom of any 
form of ability grouping or individualization of instruction depends 
partly upon whether in fact there are substantial differences in 
learning rates and whether these differences are a function of 
measurable characteristics of the learner such as his “aptitude,” or 
his previous learning experiences. 


The problem involves more than a mere observed relation. What 
is needed is more information than we now have about the maximal 
learning rates for individuals of given aptitude levels, given optimal 
cenditions for learning. Obtaining such information implies a vigorous 
search for optimal learning conditions in school learning, and thus an 
extensive series of experimental studies on methods of instruction. 
There are several possible definitions of “optimal” conditions: they 
could be “optimal” in the sense of yielding maximal learning rates, or 
in the sense of yielding maximal retention and transfer, or in the sense 
of yielding greatest satisfaction and confidence on the part of the 
learner. (From John B. Carroll, “Neglected Areas in Educationa!' 
Research,” Phi Delta Kappan, May, 1961.) 
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